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Descriptive Information:


One of the first things you need to do with any book review is to name the title and author of the book. Some other things that are helpful to include are the publishing date, the number of pages, and the ISBN number (all books have one of these numbers and it identifies the book worldwide).

Plot:



The next thing you need to do when reviewing a book is to summarize the plot. You want to give the reader a taste of the action without giving away the ending or any surprises in the book. To help you write this you might like to make yourself a sequence of the main events for the book. 
You could use a timeline to do this with the first event at the start and the last event at the end.
For example: Little Red Riding Hood – first event – Little Red Riding Hood packs a basket to take to Grandmother – last event – Grandmother, Little Red Riding Hood, and the Woodcutter sit down to eat lunch.

A question to answer as part of your plot review might be; What are the main problems in the story? (Don’t tell the solutions). You might also like to compare the book you are reviewing to another book you have read with a similar plot.

Setting:


This is the where and the when of the book. Where does the story take place? Is it in the countryside, a haunted house, underground, outer space, or is it in an ordinary classroom. Give a short quote from the story to show how the author has described the where of the story. When does the story take place, refers to what time period. Was it in the past? The present? The future? Do you have an exact year or decade? See if you can find a short quote from the book to show how the author described the when of the story.
Remember with quotes: include the page number you got the quote from in the book.

Characters:


Describe the main characters in the story, who were they, what did they do? Do not try to cover all of the characters just the main ones. Say whether you liked or disliked the main characters and explain why using quotes from the book to illustrate your point.

Highlights:


These are the parts of the story that you think are the best.  Think about things that the author has written like character descriptions, the way the author used figurative language like similes and sensory language. Perhaps there was a particularly exciting piece of action or dialogue. Give quotes from the book to illustrate your opinion.
Weak bits: 



What was it about this book that you did not like? Were there questions you had that the author left unanswered? Did the author get too carried away with descriptions instead of moving the book along with some action? Was there anything in the book you felt was unrealistic like characters, settings, or events? Try to give specific examples from the story.
Unputdownable:

This section names itself; were you so caught up in the book you read it all in one sitting, was it one of those ones you plod through but never really grabs you, or did you read the first page/chapter and start to yawn so you hid it in the back of your wardrobe? Give your overall opinion of the book.
Rating:


Finally give the book a rating from one to five, with one star being terrible and five stars being awesome.
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