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Critical Thinking – Six Thinking Hats

Georgia Performance Standards:

ELA6R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts. 
For literary texts, the student identifies the characteristics of various genres and produces evidence of reading that: 

a. Identifies and analyzes sensory details and figurative language. 

b. Identifies and analyzes the author’s use of dialogue and description.

g. Defines and explains how tone is conveyed in literature through word choice, sentence structure, punctuation, rhythm, repetition, and rhyme. 

h. Responds to and explains the effects of sound, figurative language, and graphics in order to uncover meaning in literature: 

i. Sound (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme) 

ii. Figurative language (i.e., simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification) 

iii. Graphics (i.e., capital letters, line length, bold face print, italics).

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that: 

a. Applies knowledge of common textual features (e.g., paragraphs, topic sentences, concluding sentences, glossary, index).

c. Applies knowledge of common organizational structures and patterns (e.g., transitions, logical order, cause and effect, classification schemes). 

d. Identifies and analyzes main ideas, supporting ideas, and supporting details.

ELA6W4 The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student

b. Revises manuscripts to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs. 

c. Edits to correct errors in spelling, punctuation, etc.

ELA6C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student
c. Identifies and writes simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences, avoiding fragments and run-ons

Essential Question: How can I use my knowledge of reading and writing to help my peers improve their writing?

When I review my peer’s writing I need to be as specific as possible when I give them feedback about their writing. This means I do not just say “I liked your writing.” Instead I should say things like “I like the way you gave the detail about snakes having scales to support your main idea that snakes are reptiles.”
Use the Six Thinking Hats to help you write your feedback:

	
	White Hat: This hat is all about the facts. You might like to provide your peer with feedback like:

	
	How many words they wrote
	How many sentences they wrote
	Purpose: To persuade, to inform, to entertain

	
	Genre: persuasive, expository, narrative
	Topic
	Average number of words per sentence. The number of words in each sentence added together and then divided by the number of sentences. It should fall between 14 and 22 words per sentence.
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	Red Hat: This hat is all about emotions. You might like to provide your peer with feedback like:

	
	I loved it!
	It was ok.
	It made me feel ….
	I did not like it at all.

	[image: image2.jpg]



	Yellow Hat: This hat is all about the good things. You might like to provide your peer with feedback like:

	
	A great simile
	A great metaphor
	All their punctuation was correct

	
	The way they used alliteration. Repeated  sound eg. I raged round the room
	The way they used onomatopoeia

Written sounds eg.

Bang, pop, hiss, sizzle
	A hook sentence that made you want to read more
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	Black Hat: This hat is about the things that need improvement. You might like to provide your peer with feedback like:

	
	Spelling
	Punctuation
	Words in a sentence written in the wrong order

	
	Unclear ideas
	No details to support main ideas
	No transitions between paragraphs
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	Green Hat: This hat is about being creative. You might like to provide your peer with feedback like:

	
	Suggest a way they could rewrite a sentence to improve their writing
	Suggest a detail or main idea they may not have thought of
	Suggest a way they could change some of their words to make their writing more exciting/interesting
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	Blue Hat: This Hat is the organizing hat and by giving your peer feedback about their writing using the Six Thinking Hats you are using the Blue Hat to organize your thoughts.
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