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The 6th Grade Nickname Game
Expository Writing Unit

Jeff and Wiley have been best friends almost since birth (born at the same hospital, hours apart) and nicknamers extraordinaire. They're the ones who nicknamed Old Orchard Public School 'Oops' for it's initials, and they have nicknames for almost every student enrolled.
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Enter Cassandra Levy, a new student who's parents just bought the old Gunhold place on the outskirts of town. She's got red hair, the wildest of skirts, an incredible fondness for all forms of endangered species, and the attention span of a fruit fly. While Jeff and Wiley can't figure out a good nickname for her, they can see she's got some good ideas to save their teacher's job.
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But as the lifelong friends find themselves competing for Cassandra's attention and friendship, Mr. Huge's job may not be the only thing on the line. Will some red hair and an injured bird manage to end their incredible partnership?

	Grade: 6th

	Duration: 4 weeks

	Georgia Performance Standards

	ELA6R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts.
For literary texts, the student identifies the characteristics of various genres and produces evidence of reading that:
e. Identifies and analyzes the elements of setting, characterization, plot, and the resolution 

of the conflict of a story or play: 

i. internal/external conflicts 

ii. character conflicts, characters vs. nature, characters vs. society 

iii. antagonist/protagonist.
For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:
b. Applies knowledge of common graphic features (i.e., graphic organizers, diagrams, captions, illustrations, charts, tables, graphs). 

c. Applies knowledge of common organizational structures and patterns (e.g., transitions, logical order, cause and effect, classification schemes). 

d. Identifies and analyzes main ideas, supporting ideas, and supporting details.

ELA6R2 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing.

ELA6RC1 The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas.
ELA6RC4 The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas. The student 
a. Explores life experiences related to subject area content.
ELA6W1 The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and provides a satisfying closure. The student

a. Selects a focus, an organizational structure, and a point of view based on purpose, genre expectations, audience, length, and format requirements. 

b. Writes texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story. 

c. Uses traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question). 

d. Uses appropriate structures to ensure coherence (e.g., transition elements).
ELA6W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.

The student produces writing (multi-paragraph expository composition such 

as description, explanation, comparison and contrast, or problem and solution) 

that: 

a. Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest. 

b. Establishes a statement as the main idea or topic sentence. 

c. Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject. 

d. Creates an organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context. 

e. Develops the topic with supporting details. 

f. Excludes extraneous and inappropriate information. 

g. Follows an organizational pattern appropriate to the type of composition. 

h. Concludes with a detailed summary linked to the purpose of the composition.
The student produces a response to literature that: 

a. Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest. 

b. Demonstrates an understanding of the literary work. 

c. Advances a judgment that is interpretive, analytic, evaluative, or reflective. 

d. Organizes an interpretation around several clear ideas, premises, or images. 

e. Supports a judgment through references to the text.
ELA6W4 The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
a. Plans and drafts independently and resourcefully. 

b. Revises manuscripts to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs. 

c. Edits to correct errors in spelling, punctuation, etc.
ELA6C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student
b. Recognizes basic parts of a sentence (subject, verb, direct object, indirect object, predicate noun, and predicate adjective). 

c. Identifies and writes simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences, avoiding fragments and run-ons.
d. Demonstrates appropriate comma and semicolon usage (compound and complex sentences, appositives, words in direct address).

	Essential Questions

	1. What is the significance of a name?
2. Develop your own nickname and then defend it using evidence from the story.

3. Choose a character you connect with the most and create an alternative nickname, using evidence from the story.

4. What relationship exists between the given nickname and the characteristics portrayed by that character?

5. What are the components of expository text?

6. How would you interpret graphic features to understand expository text?

7. Rank the main ideas and explain why you agree/disagree with the author.

8. How could elaboration of details help to establish the writers voice/style?

9. How is expository text used?

10. What is your opinion of the author’s ability to engage the reader through their hook?

11. How does the author use a structure that is appropriate to the purpose of expository text?

	Assessment

	Summative: 

· This will be a timed test conducted over 100 mins.

· Only the final copy will be graded.

· The students will be advised to structure their time:

· Planning/Prewriting . . . . 15

· Drafting . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

· Revising and Editing . . . .20

· Final Draft . . . . . . . . . . . .20

· Proofreading . . . . . . . . .  10
· The Middle School Writing Rubric will be used to grade this assessment with 40% of the grade weighted to Ideas, 20% to each of Organization, Voice, and Conventions. See appendix for Rubric or online at www.frodonz.com/middleschoolwritingrubric.doc
· Topics for writing:

· The county is preparing an orientation booklet for prospective 6th grade students. They would like a 6th grade perspective on middle school. Write an essay about 6th grade explaining all the things you learned about middle school. Your title will be “Middle School, what they never tell you.”
· Write a compare and contrast essay comparing an elementary day to a middle school day.
· See appendix for topic sheet.

Formative:

Main Idea and Details: 
· See appendix for assessment
Writing Process:
· Prewriting/Planning/Brainstorming – Using one of the organizers taught plan an essay. Topic: Write an essay that gives nicknames for all your teachers and explains why those nicknames suit those teachers. Give specific examples of characteristics.
· Essay planning formats - http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/writing/planningyourwriting/index.shtml , bulleted lists, spider diagrams, flow charts, sticky notes.

· Assessment - Group Characters???

· Revision
· About.com revision: http://grammar.about.com/od/developingessays/a/revisecheck.htm 

· See appendix for Self/Peer/Teacher rubric.
· Editing

· See appendix for Self/Peer/Teacher rubric.

· Fact sheets and worksheets on Proofreading - http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/writing/proofreading/index.shtml 

· Final Copy

· Use rubric for summative assessment.

	Possible Activities/Resources:

	The 6th Grade Nickname Game
· http://www.multcolib.org/talk/guides-sixthgrade.html Discussion Guide - only eight questions

· Response to literature – Chunk (see appendix for graphic organizer) – Students journal each day to reflect on text, maybe making connections or commenting on literary techniques used. See appendix for rubric.
Main Ideas and Details:

· http://www.quia.com/quiz/1169917.html online quiz

· http://www.doversherborn.org/doverelementary/Library/CANADA/MainIdea.htm 

· PowerPoint http://classroom.jc-schools.net/coleytech/dynamic_curriculum/Language/Mainidea%20.ppt
· http://www.hbavenues.com/highpoint/library/pdf/HP_LL_SL_B1_2.pdf Fact Sheet

· http://www.ngsp.com/Portals/0/downloads/HP_LL_SL_A2_1.pdf Fact Sheet

· http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/431.shtml lesson plan

· http://steckvaughnadult.hmhco.com/HA/correlations/pdf/l/LEe5_connectmainidea.pdf mini lesson

· http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/vtl07.la.rv.text.lpcldidea/ Looks like a great lesson plan using video, you do need to register though.

Writing Process:

· Writing: writing paragraphs, planning, proofreading - http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/writing/ 

· Sentence Structure and Verb-Subject agreement - http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/grammar/
DGP:

· Use passages from the novel which demonstrate good examples of varied sentence structures and subject-verb agreement. Have the students identify them within the sentence.

· Monday: Parts of Speech

· Tuesday: Subject / Predicate

· Wednesday: Clauses / Sentence Types

· Thursday: Figurative language

· Friday: Word Choice

	Suggested Procedures

	During the week Mondays and Fridays could be devoted to reading the novel and journaling about it with Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday can be used for writing and looking at good examples of expository text from the text book and other sources.


Appendix

	Chunk Rubric

	Writers Name:


	Georgia Performance Standard

	· ELA6W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.

The student produces a response to literature that: 

a. Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest. 

b. Demonstrates an understanding of the literary work. 

c. Advances a judgment that is interpretive, analytic, evaluative, or reflective. 

d. Organizes an interpretation around several clear ideas, premises, or images. 

e. Supports a judgment through references to the text.

	Areas to look at
	Self
	Teacher

	1 = Not Really ( 2 = Sort of (  3 = Yes! (
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	Do the chunks cover everything the prompts asked for?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do the chunks contain a topic or thesis statement?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do the chunks contain direct quotes, examples, details from the text?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do the chunks contain the writers reaction to the text explain feelings, connections (self, world, text), comments on literary techniques?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals add up each column (
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1/12 = 8%
	2/12 = 17%
	3/12 = 25%
	4/12 = 33%
	5/12 = 42%
	6/12 = 50%
	7/12 = 58%
	8/12 = 67%
	9/12 = 75%
	10/12 = 83%
	11/12 = 92%
	12/12 = 100%

	Standards based Feedback:

P 

Something you did well.
M 

Something you need to improve on
I 

Something you used was interesting


Summative Writing Assessment

You will be given two topics to write about. You must choose one of those topics for your essay. The test will take 100 minutes and you will be graded using the rubric your teacher has previously gone over with you. Only your final copy will be graded so make sure you use your time wisely so that your final copy is completed by the time the test is complete.

It is suggested that you use your time in this way:

· Planning/Prewriting . . . . 15 minutes

· Drafting . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 minutes

· Revising and Editing . . . .20 minutes

· Final Draft . . . . . . . . . . . .20 minutes

· Proofreading . . . . . . . . .  10 minutes
Topic 1: 

· The county is preparing an orientation booklet for prospective 6th grade students. They would like a 6th grade perspective on middle school. Write an essay about 6th grade explaining all the things you learned about middle school. Your title will be “Middle School, what they never tell you.”

Topic 2:

· Write a compare and contrast essay comparing an elementary day to a middle school day.

Summative Writing Assessment

You will be given two topics to write about. You must choose one of those topics for your essay. The test will take 100 minutes and you will be graded using the rubric your teacher has previously gone over with you. Only your final copy will be graded so make sure you use your time wisely so that your final copy is completed by the time the test is complete.

It is suggested that you use your time in this way:

· Planning/Prewriting . . . . 15 minutes

· Drafting . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 minutes

· Revising and Editing . . . .20 minutes

· Final Draft . . . . . . . . . . . .20 minutes

· Proofreading . . . . . . . . .  10 minutes
Topic 1: 

· The county is preparing an orientation booklet for prospective 6th grade students. They would like a 6th grade perspective on middle school. Write an essay about 6th grade explaining all the things you learned about middle school. Your title will be “Middle School, what they never tell you.”

Topic 2:

· Write a compare and contrast essay comparing an elementary day to a middle school day.

	Revision Checklist

	Writers Name:

	Peer Name:

	Georgia Performance Standard

	ELA6W4 The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
b. Revises manuscripts to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs. 

	Areas to look at
	Self
	Peer
	Teacher

	1 = Not Really ( 2 = Sort of (  3 = Yes! (
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	Does the essay cover everything the prompt asked for?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does each paragraph do what it's supposed to do?

· The opening paragraph should state the central idea.
· The paragraphs in the body should support the central idea.
· The closing paragraph should reemphasize the main thoughts and the central idea.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will a reader be able to follow the essay?

· Ideas should be laid out in a logical order.

· Transitional words and phrases should lead the reader clearly from one thought to another.

· Paragraphs should be in an effective order.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do all the facts, examples, and reasons support the central idea?

· Details should be fully developed and related to the topic.

· Unnecessary words and phrases should be eliminated. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are sentences clear and effective?

· A variety of sentence types should be used to keep the essay interesting.

· Sensory details should be used to improve description.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals add up each column (
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1/15 = 6%
	2/15 = 13%
	3/15 = 20%
	4/15 = 26%
	5/15 = 33%
	6/15 = 40%
	7/15 = 47%
	8/15 = 53%
	9/15 = 60%
	10/15 = 67%
	11/15 = 73%
	12/15 = 80%
	13/15 = 87%
	14/15 = 93%
	15/15 = 100%

	Standards based Feedback:

P 

Something you did well.
M 

Something you need to improve on
I 

Something you used was interesting


	Editing Checklist

	Writers Name:

	Peer Name:

	Georgia Performance Standard

	ELA6W4 The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
c. Edits to correct errors in spelling, punctuation, etc.

	Areas to look at
	Self
	Peer
	Teacher

	1 = Not Really ( 2 = Sort of (  3 = Yes! (
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	Putting the wrong word in the wrong place - especially when using homophones.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaving letters out, especially in the middle of words.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mistakes when adding an ending, or suffix, to a root word.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Using a small i as a pronoun.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Missing words out altogether.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Getting letters the wrong way round, especially i and e.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaving out apostrophes.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Using one word when you should use two.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mistakes with subject-verb agreement.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Using "should of".
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capitalization
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals add up each column (
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3/33 = 9%
	6/33 = 18%
	9/33 = 27%
	12/33 = 36%
	15/33 = 45%
	18/33 = 55%
	21/33 = 64%
	24/33 = 73%
	27/33 = 82%
	30/33 = 91%
	33/33 = 100%

	Standards based Feedback:

P 
Something you did well.

M 

Something you need to improve on
I 

Something you used was interesting



Name _____________________________ 
Main Idea
Date ___________________ 


Read the paragraph. Write the topic, the main idea, and two details that support the main idea.
The topic is one to two words that explain the subject being discussed.
The main idea is one sentence that tells the big idea for the paragraph.
Details are pieces of information that tell about the main idea.

1. 

The musicians in an orchestra are often arranged in groups. The woodwinds sit together. The strings sit together. So do the brass and the percussion players. This way it is easier for the musicians to play together. Usually, the percussion is in the back. In front of them may be the brass section. The woodwinds and the strings are often seated nearest to the front. This produces a good, even sound for the audience to enjoy.

topic (1-2 words):



main idea:



detail #1:



detail #2:



2. 

The orchard was on the top of a low, wooded mountain. The road wound back and forth as they slowly climbed to the top. Charlotte even saw five big, wild turkeys. This was really being in the country. Finally, they arrived.

topic (1-2 words):



main idea:



detail #1:



detail #2:



3. 

Outside of zoos, Giant Pandas can only be found in China. The forests of central and western China are their home. In these forests they can find bamboo and other plants to eat. These forests, in the mountains of China, are always chilly. In winter the pandas move to the lower parts of the mountains to keep warm. In summer they move to the higher parts to keep cool. As more people move into the area, the Giant Pandas' habitat is shrinking.

topic (1-2 words):



main idea:



detail #1:



detail #2:



4. 

A satellite is a spacecraft that orbits the earth. Scientists use satellites to look at the universe. They use them to look into the oceans too. Spies use them to find secret information. We may use satellites to talk on the phone. We sometimes use them to watch TV. Satellites are also used by GPS receivers that tell us where we are.

topic (1-2 words):



main idea:



detail #1:



detail #2:



5. 

This flag of this state is dark blue with yellow stars in the shape of the Big Dipper. The state's name comes from an Aleut word for mainland. It is the largest state, with a land area of 587,878 square miles. Its capital is Juneau. It has been called the Last Frontier.

topic (1-2 words):



main idea:



detail #1:



detail #2:



Chunk





Claim





Details





Warrant or commentary





Thesis statement


Topic sentence


(what you wish to prove)





Direct quotes


Summary


Paraphrase


Details





Opinion, insight, analysis, reaction, explication, feelings and reflections








